Quality And Effective Decisions for Technology Purchases
	(
	Questions to Ask …
	Notes

	(
	If web-based, does any software need to be downloaded and if so, on each individual computer or on a server? Via Intranet or Internet?
	

	(
	Is it dual platform, equal performance on a PC vs. Mac? Is similar software available through opensource? e.g. http://openoffice.org 
	

	(
	How many updates have been posted in the past year? Are updates included in the cost? 
	

	(
	What memory and system requirements are suggested? Not the minimum, but suggested by the districts who use the product.
	

	(
	Are there sufficient facilities, bandwidth, and computer stations already in place than can run this program? 
	

	(
	How does the student enrollment/login work? Via the schools student data base system? Or individual enrollment required? Available 24/7?
	

	(
	What reports can be printed or downloaded that represent an analysis of student progress? Can they be customized? Request samples.
	

	(
	Ask districts who have purchased … What professional development implementation strategies and challenges did you encounter with your staff? 
	

	(
	How can you effectively assess individual student progress? Can you imbed district created assessments in direct relation to the current lesson plan/pacing guide of the teacher? 
	

	(
	What Internet browsers can be used with this program? e.g. Firefox, Safari, Internet Explorer and which versions? 
	

	(
	What is the copyright of the software/program/product? Has it been updated in the last year? When is the next product update expected? How long has it been around? Only locally, nationally, or worldwide?
	

	(
	Interview teachers using the product … How do the teachers feel about their students’ progress and interest in the product? 
	

	(
	Is there research-based evidence supporting the use of this product?
	

	(
	Talk with the school’s tech support, teachers, students, and leadership to obtain a global opinion of this investment.
	

	(
	How will you integrate this product into your existing curriculum supplemental structure? Pilot? Grade level? By site?
	

	(
	What is the warranty? Are there extended warranty options? Is there on-site or toll-free support? What is the turn-around time for repair?
	

	(
	What professional development is available for this product? Through the vendor? Through independent consultants? Can you handle the training internally? 
	

	(
	What additional peripherals are needed for full use of this product? printer, scanner, wireless, usb ports, bluetooth, projector, ram, dvd/cd, headphones
	

	(
	Does this purchase align with your District/Site Technology Plan? http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/et/rs/techplan.asp 
	

	(
	Have you researched http://clrn.org for Electronic Learning Resource data?
	

	Quality research will support effective purchasing toward successful curriculum integration with technology.
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